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Johann Sebastian Bach
Germany, Baroque Period  
 
Since most of Bach’s music 
was written to be performed in 
a church service only once, 
very little of his music was 
published during his lifetime. 
His musical genius was not 
recognized until 100 years 
after his death. 
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Johann Sebastian Bach
Germany, Baroque Period  
 
Bach’s music was written to 
be performed only once in 
a church service then 
thrown out!  It was for this 
reason that Bach 
composed more music than 
almost any other composer. 

This lesson: 
 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 
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Johann Sebastian Bach
Germany, Baroque Period  
 
Bach was famous for his 
music and or something 
else - Bach had twenty 
children! Five were named 
Johann, two Johanna and 
four grew up to become 
famous composers. 
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George Frederic Handel
Germany, Baroque  
 
Handel was the son of a 
barber-surgeon.  His 
father had definite plans 
for his son. He wanted 
George to become a 
lawyer, but George was 
captured by the sound of 
music. 
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This lesson: 
 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 

George Frederic Handel
Germany, Baroque Period 
 
George started as a law 
student but then took a 
position as an organist and 
later traveled all over 
Europe sharing his talents.  
He composed operas, 
oratories, and music for 
many instrumental 
ensembles.  
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George Frederic Handel
Germany, Baroque Period 
 
Near the end of his life, 
Handel became blind but 
still continued to perform 
on the organ and still 
composed music by 
dictating it to a friend who 
wrote it down. 
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Ludwig van Beethoven
Germany, Classical  
He was forced to practice 
the piano by his father, 
an abusive alcoholic, who 
would punish him 
mercilessly when he 
made mistakes. By the 
time he was twelve, he 
was earning a living for 
his family by playing 
organ and composing. 
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Ludwig van Beethoven
Germany, Classical  
 
One of Beethoven's 
favorite foods was 
macaroni and cheese. He 
never married even 
though he did propose to 
plenty of women who 
rejected him (he wasn't 
very attractive and he 
had a nasty temper). 
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 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 
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This lesson: 
 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 

Ludwig van Beethoven
Germany, Classical  
Beethoven’s last 
symphony, Symphony #9 
contains the famous 
“Ode to Joy” chorus 
which many students 
love today.  This 
symphony was the first to 
treat human voices as 
instruments to be 
combined with orchestra.  
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Ludwig van Beethoven
Germany, Classical  
 
Beethoven was deaf by 
the time he was 30, but 
he still continued to 
compose.  His last 
symphony, Symphony #9 
was composed while he 
was completely deaf.    
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Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart 
Austria, Classical Period 
Mozart was the greatest 
child star that ever lived. He 
was traveling all over 
Europe playing music by 
the time he was six. 
Because of his constant 
travels, Mozart eventually 
learned to speak 15 
different languages. 
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This lesson: 
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Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart 
Austria, Classical Period 
Mozart was locked in a 
tower when he was a boy 
for several days to see if it 
really was him that was 
composing the wonderful 
music people heard coming 
from his house. People 
thought his dad wrote the 
music. 
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This lesson: 
 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 

Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart 
Austria, Classical Period 
Mozart wrote over 600 
works during his lifetime. It 
would take over 8 days to 
play all of his music, one 
piece after the next, 
without stopping. He even 
composed music when his 
wife was having a baby. 
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This lesson: 
 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 

Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart 
Austria, Classical Period 
During his lifetime, Mozart 
was very well-known but 
spent money faster than he 
could earn it. He was poor 
and in debt when he died of 
kidney failure at the age of 
35 and was buried in a poor 
man's grave. 
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Frédéric Chopin  
Poland, Romantic 
Chopin was one of the 
greatest pianists of his day. 
His mother introduced him 
to the piano and by the time 
he was six, Chopin played 
extremely well and was 
starting to compose. He 
gave his first concert at the 
age of eight. 
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Frédéric Chopin  
Poland, Romantic 
Chopin was very loyal to 
his country Poland.  He 
wrote many Polish dances 
including Mazurkas and 
Waltzes.  He loved his 
country so much that after 
his death (he was buried in 
France), his heart was 
taken back to a church in 
Poland.  
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Aaron Copland
U.S.A.,     20th Century  
Copland was born in 
Brooklyn, New York on 
1900, and died in 1990. 
He was a talented 
composer, pianist, 
conductor, and teacher.  
He is the composer of the 
music from the “beef” 
commercial. 
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George Gershwin
U.S.A.,     20th Century  
George was interested in 
both 'serious' and popular 
music, and composed in 
both styles. He was one 
of the first composers to 
incorporate the 
characteristics of Jazz 
into classical music.  He 
wrote Rhapsody in Blue. 
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John Williams 
U.S.A.,   Contemporary  
Williams served in the Air 
Force, then studied at 
Julliard.  He worked as a 
jazz pianist for a time 
then moved to Los 
Angeles to compose for 
film.  He wrote the music 
for Star Wars, Harry 
Potter, Superman, ET 
and more. 

This lesson: 
 Spectacular  Satisfactory  Needs Improvement 


